Perivascular microglia in the rat neural lobe engulf magnocellular secretory terminals during osmotic stimulation.
The response of microglia in the rat neural lobe to osmotic stimulation has been studied. Microglia were identified by immunoreactivity for the macrophage markers OX-42 and F4/80. The numerical density of microglia did not change significantly with osmotic stimulation but microglia in the perivascular space partially or completely enclosed significantly greater numbers of neurosecretory terminals in osmotically stimulated animals.